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Special Report of the Minister of Education on the Mechanics Institutes, Ontario The Report gives a number of proofs that the chief object for the
establishment of Mechanics Institutes in this Province, and of legislative aid to the same, has been to establish Evening Classes for adults, for working
mechanics, in those subjects which have most important relations to their several industries, and to provide for the special and higher wants of all
different classes of artisans; that class instruction specially adapted to the wants and circumstances of working men should occupy a prominent
position among the objects sought to be promoted by Mechanics Institutes; and that it is the characteristic work of Mechanics Institutes to teach the
application of knowledge required in ordinary schools to the practical purposes of life, including such technical subjects as relate to the everyday
pursuits of the various classes of the working population. It is held that as our public system of education gimproves and ramilies throughout the
country, the necessity for Evening Classes for teaching adults the rudimentary branches of learning will diminish. It is also held that competent
instructors and lecturers for technical instructions are readily available in the staff of the High Schools in most of the localities in which there are
Institutes while it is also admitted that it is very dimcult, and sometimes quite impracticable, for Institutes located in small places to introduce and
sustain Evening Class instruction, except perhaps on a very limited scale, and embracing only the rudiments of knowledge. About the Publisher
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