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balked, and turned back, he had come near enough to his object to know it was there, and to know that it was passable in winter - and in that winter
- which was one of the deepest and earliest snows ever known. He had crossed from the Upper Arkansas through the Sierra Blanca into the broad
and rich valley at the head of the Del Norte which leads into the Pass, and had surmounted every obstacle that lay in his way. In three days, without
crossing even a swell in the ground, or being able to detect the point of the divorce of the waters, he would have been on the west of the Rocky
mountains, on the waters of the Great Colorado of the West, in a country of wood and grass, and in a climate comparatively mild: in fact he would
have been there in less time than his guide got him to the place of his disaster. The information received at Taos and Santa Fe completed his
knowledge both of this Pass and of the country beyond it, and leJ him perfectly satisfied in his own mind that the true route was found: and he
communicated this important fact to the Railroad convention in Philadelphia, in April, 1850, in a letter, which was published; and also sent to the
convention a sketch of the route indicated on a map. Col. Fremont and I were both in Congress at that time, and immediately went to work to
develope this route; but we...
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