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*xx Excerpt from American Antiquariun Society: Some Papers of Aaron Burr If it is assumed that Davis had no true idea of what a manuscript
should be, valuable for its content - and nowhere has he given evidence of possessing such an idea - then the righteous indignation of every student
of the Burr period is fittingly directed against him. To dip casually into a collection and select almost accidentally a few papers would be a
procedure to shame a modern investigator. Like the haruspex of old he must most carefully examine the entrails of the victim to determine the
course of fate. Only on a careful search can the best of a collection be found. What must have been the Burr papers if any judgment can be based
on the haphazard selection of these autographs! Name some of these pieces: the letter of Roger Sherman announcing the appointment by Congress
of general officers in the Continental army in 1775, with the reasons; an important letter from General Schuyler to General Montgomery(1775),
letters from Charles Lee, Chase and Carroll, Lincoln, Hull and Duer to General Wooster; an address in French to the inhabitants of Quebec signed by
Benedict Arnold, enjoining them to accept the paper bills of credit of the Continental Congress; a holograph letter of Israel Putnam to Margaret
Moncrieffe, and Putnam s letters are so few in number as to be a most sought acquisition, and in them the spelling is according to Putnam not to
Johnson - or anywhere near it; a long letter on military matters from Alexander Macdougall and a short note from James Rivington - was he a tory
or a good...
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