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FBC LTD, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Louisiana
Conservationist, Vol. 33: September-October 1981 Most of the land surface in southeast Louisiana is made up of separate overlapping deltas laid
down by the Mississippi River over the past years. Those deltas were created by the vast sediment load carried downstream by the river from the
heart of North America, and deposited in the Gulf of Mexico. There is evidence that the Mississippi River has made major course changes five times
during the past 5 000 years, each time forming a new delta. During the river 5 flood stages, sedimentation is extremely heavy, and over the years,
the deltas rose above the sea, forming a land mass that became livable for man. The same process continues in the Atchafalaya basin today, as the
relatively young Atchafalaya River is vigorously emerging as a dynamic river system. In the early days, the Atchafalaya River was more of a slow -
moving stream than a river. Logjams or raHs at its head near its junction with the Red and Mississippi Rivers hindered water from the Mississippi
from entering or enlarging the Atchafalaya. AHer the removal of the raHs between 1855 and 1861, increased volumes of water and sediment from
the Mississippi and Red Rivers began to divert some of the flows down the Atchafalaya. Sediments from those waters have been settling 1n the
Atchafalaya basin for years during the natural overflow cycle of the river, when the flow tops the banks. When the flow slows considerably, coarse
sediments simply fall out, raising and forming natural levees. By, trapping water, these natural levees formed many of the backwater lakes in the
basin which are vitally important to wildlife and fisheries resources, and to the environment of...
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