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**xxx Excerpt from In the Beginning: Read Before the Ohio Commandery, of the Loyal Legion of the United States The fifth day of October, 160, is the
initial point of the American Rebellion, Its conception, and probably its plans, lay much further back. On that day Governor Gist, of South Carolina,
wrote a confidential circular-letter to the governors of what were commonly called the Cotton States, suggesting secession from the Union, as soon
as it was ascertained that a majority of Lincoln electors were chosen at the then pending presidential election. The morning of November 7th
brought the certain news of the election of Lincoln and Hamlin on the previous day, and the rejoicings which would have been uttered throughout
the South over their defeat, became jubilations, that their success offered the long-coveted pretext for disunion. The South Carolina Convention met
December 17, 1860, and on the fourth day of its term passed unanimously what it called an Ordinance of Secession. Conspiracy was not confined to
South Carolina or the Cotton States; unfortunately, it had established itself in the highest official circles of the national administration. Three
members of President Buchanan s Cabinet - Cobb, Floyd and Thompson - had become active and ardent disunionists. With their followers, they
formed a central secession cabal in Washington City, to promote the success of the Southern Confederacy. | know that there be angry spirits And
turbulent mutterers of stifled treason, Who lurk in narrow places, and walk out Muffled, to whisper curses to the night. - Byron. About the Publisher
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