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Adopted December 15th, 1895By an Act of the General Assembly, assented to December 9th, 1858, provision was made for the election of three
commissioners, to prepare for the people of Georgia a Code, which should, as near as practicable, embrace, in a condensed form, the laws of
Georgia, whether derived from the common law, the Constitutions, the statutes of the State, the decisions of the Supreme Court, or the statutes of
England of force in this State. David Irwin, Hon. Herschell V. Johnson, and Iverson L. Harris were elected commissioners, under the provisions of this
Act. The last two named declining the position, His Excellency Governor Brown supplied the vacancies by the appointment of Thomas R. B. Cobb
and Richard H. Clark, who were also elected by the legislature at its session next aAer they were appointed. Thus organized, the commissioners
commenced the work assigned them. Looking alone to the words of the Act, the object contemplated by the legislature swelled into a project the
magnitude of which would have deterred the boldest adventurer, if its accomplishment did not strike his mind as being utterly impossible. The
commissioners, however, did not believe that such a construction of the Act was a proper interpretation of the legislative will, but construed it as
requiring a Code which should embody the great fundamental principles of our jurisprudence, from whatsoever source derived, together with such
legislative enactments of the State as the wants and circumstances of our people had, from time to time, shown to be necessary and proper. Such a
Code will furnish all the information, on the subject of law, required either by the citizen or the subordinate magistrate....
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