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is a delight to be here today. Thank you, sir. ILCHREST Mr. G. Thank you very much, Admiral. The prepared statement of Admiral Lautenbacher
follows: Statement of Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Jr. , Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere, Vice Admiral, U. S. Navy ( Ret. ),
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, U. S. Department of Commerce Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members of the Committee, for
this opportunity to testify on the Presidents Fiscal Year 2004 Budget Request for the National Oce-anic and Atmospheric Administration ( NOAA ).
NOAA activities and operations contribute to the Nations economic and environ-mental health. This budget request allows us to provide essential
support to the pro-grams that enhance our scientific understanding of the oceans and atmosphere, in order to help sustain Americas
environmental health and economic vitality. NOAA is at the forefront of many of this Nations most critical issues from weath-er forecasting to
fisheries management, from safe navigation to coastal services and from environmental observations through NOAAs satellites to climate research
and ocean exploration. The Administration requests 3. 326 billion for these people, products and services for Fiscal Year 2004. This represents a very
modest total increase of 45. 0 million, only about 1. 4 more than the fiscal year 03 enacted amount. It targets essentials, such as 284. 2 million in
program changes of which 52. 0 million are adjustments to base ( ATBs ), or mandatory cost increases, which are mostly inflationary costs re-lated
to salaries for NOAA employees. This budget request focuses on NOAAs core...
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