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**xxxx Excerpt from City Planning: Official Organ of the American City Planning Institute, the National Conference on City Planning, Quarterly
January 1934 On September 1, 1923, Tokyo, one of the seven largest cities in the world, was devastated by the great earthquake, followed by a fire
which destroyed the buildings in more than half of the city. The burned area was more than fifteen times that of the great London fire, four times
that of the Chicago fire, and nearly three times that of the San Francisco fire. The fatalities numbered more than 58,000, and the destroyed houses
more than 140,000. The numerous canals were crossed by wooden bridges which were largely destroyed. Most of the buildings were inflammable.
The rebuilding of the city was an enormous problem, partly because more than a million homeless people had to be cared for while replanning and
rebuilding were going on. In parts of the city, streets were narrow and parks were few. The city authorities, however, saw their opportunity to make
a new Tokyo. At their request the national legislature gave the City the power to employ the Lex Adickes, - that is to say, the City of Tokyo was
granted all the powers that Mayor Adickes of Frankfort, Germany, used in the redesigning and rebuilding of part of his city. With the help of this law,
street land, park land, and private land were figuratively thrown into a common pool. Old streets and parks were largely obliterated. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology...
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