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Lies and Big Feet. Paperback. Condition: New. 54 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.1in.We belong to a generation in urban India that really is
unable to fathom the need to agonize about the foreign-ness of the West as we have normalized the presence of many aspects of western
civilization in our lives; it is cool to speak English with a (south) Indian slightly incomprehensible drawl, eat with your fingers and be arrogant about
the poverty that still exists alongside the overt wealth that is uber-evident all around. My parents were migrants to India from Bangladesh after 1947,
and I grew up listening to many linguistic variations of Bengali; by the time my children grow up, the colonial past will be as distant to them as the
Mohenjo-daro-Harappa civilizations. The colonial past for them will be another phase in the history of India, as was the Islamic past. Their
generation of natives wont really care about how the Orient was discursively constructed by the West and that colonial-native relationships might
have been fraught with tension and notions of power. Texts which deal with the white sahib, the civilizing mission of the white Europeans versus the
eDeminate, natives will be as anecdotal (and amusing) as cartoon strips. They will be so far removed from the memories of British-western
colonization, that the past of the previous two hundred years will become, mostly, literary-textual sources for history. My children will say, once
upon a time, the West construed us within such racialized parameters of Otherbarbarian and it is amusing for us as we read it. Natives collaborated
with the West as many aspects of modernity were transferred onto the colonies. In a letter that Jeremy Bentham wrote to Rammohun Roy in 1831,
Bentham describes himself as having had a great influence on James...
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