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**xxx Excerpt from The J F C. Harrison: Collection of Nineteenth Century British Social History Then a welcome and cheer to the merry New Year,
While the holly gleams above us, With a pardon for the foes who hate, And a prayer for those who love us. And may there be many welcomes in
1860. May there be a monthly welcome for our Magazine! May God give such wisdom to all who speak to us through its pages, that it may indeed
well come to many a home. May it be welcome when it calls to serious thought, and welcome when it provokes the harmless smile. For in our pages
we do not join together what God has put asunder, when we mingle what is grave with what is mirthful; provided always that our mirth be called
forth by fit and proper topics. For it is the same God who at one time giveth us plenteousness of tears to drink, Who at another time filleth our
mouth with laughter. As Leigh Hunt truly says, God made both tears and laughter, and both for wise purposes; for as laughter enables mirth and
surprise to breathe itself freely, so tears enable sorrow to vent itself patiently. Tears hinder sorrow from becoming despair or madness, and laughter
is one of the very privileges of reason, since it is confined to the human species. Whether then it appears clad in the russet robe of gravity, or in the
sparkling spangles of innocent merriment, may our Magazine receive a friendly greeting in many a home, and may it ever come well to those who
bid it welcome. And in 1860, may there be...
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