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*****This Plan implements the National Strategy for Maritime Security3 (Strategy) and the Policy for the Repression of Piracy and other Criminal
Acts of Violence at Sea4 (Policy). The Strategy affirms the vital national interest of the United States in maritime security and recognizes that nations
have a common interest in achieving two complementary objectives: facilitating the vibrant maritime commerce that underpins economic security;
and protecting against piracy, robbery at sea, and related maritime crime. Our Policy provides that we shall continue to lead and support
international efforts to repress piracy and urge other States to take decisive action both individually and through international efforts. 5 Through
this Plan, the United States will seek to involve all nations, international organizations, industry, and other entities that have an interest in maritime
security to take steps to repress piracy and related maritime crime. An integrated and comprehensive approach, through international
coordination and cooperation, will advance objectives that enhance the global economy and promote freedom of the seas. The nations of the world
have long considered pirates to be universal enemies of mankind. Under customary international law, as reflected in the 1982 Law of the Sea
Convention, every nation has jurisdiction to prosecute a suspected pirate for the crime of piracy, regardless of any connection between the State
and the suspected pirate, the vessel, or the victims. Our interdependent and interconnected global society revolves around a world economy that
depends upon maritime shipping. Governments must collaborate with international organizations and the shipping industry to confront and
repress any persistent threat to global commerce. Piracy and related maritime crime continue to plague mariners throughout the world and will
continue to pose obstacles to...
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