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*****The sternly practical parts of the book cover a very large field, and, notwithstanding the overlapping referred to, teem with useful theories and
information. Here we are confronted with the amount of science that enters Geometry is the scaffolding by means of which all design is built up; in
the simpler examples a geometrical figure is often the design itself. Laws of balance and counter-balance, laws of surface texture, in fact all the
niceties of organic art tend to show that art s highly scientific character. On the other hand, there is the individuality of the artist, without which the
harmonious and non-mechanical application of these laws would be impossible. In the suggestions which are intended to assist this harmonious
application Mr. Crane is relating his own artistic experiences. He illustrates methods of relief by means of planes of color, outline and light and
shade. His opening chapter on what we may term the psychology of line is treated in a similar spirit of philosophy. He upholds the truth of the
beautiful paradox that Nature is the chief of all designers, and supports it by the parallel cases of the seashore shell and the ribbed roof of a Gothic
vault, linked together by the principle of radiation, and by many other instances of handicraft which owe their beauty and harmony to their affinity
with natural facts. Not less interesting is the discussion on mural decoration which, Mr. Crane complains, is a lost art since the Reformation; so lost,
indeed, that not even William Morris could fully revive it. Then the practical advice tendered to those interested in domestic decoration is really
valuable in these times of discordant hideousness. Of course the ordinary...
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