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Turkish War, Vol. 1: Including an Account of the Rise and Decline of the Ottoman Power, and the History of the Eastern Question It is to the enterprise
of a Frenchman, M. Dc Lesseps, warmly supported by many of his country men, that is due the great undertaking of modern times for uniting
Europe with India and Australia by means of a sea canal cut through the Isthmus of Suez. The French have long had a hankering after Egypt. In the
reign of Louis XIV. The philosophic politician Leibnitz drew up a paper recommending to the king a conquest of Egypt, from which he anticipated
immense benefits to mankind, and especially to France. The memoir was seen by few, but doubtless was known to Napoleon I., who carefully studied
it, and en deavoured to put it in practice. His disappoint ment at the ultimate failure of his plan of conquest is said to have drawn from him the
complaint that his life was une carriere manquee, a wasted career. The prevailing idea of Leibnitz was that the introduction of a European
administration into Egypt would produce more effect in securing the civilization of the East than any other possible proceeding. The reason why the
Christian Cru sades produced no lasting result in the East is that they obtained no permanent footing in those regions, nor established any system of
government there. Both Philip Augustus of France and Richard Coeur de Lion had striven to capture and retain Damietta, but in vain. Cardinal
Ximenes originated a league between Castile, Portugal, and England for the conquest of Egypt; and Michaud, the French historian, believes that the
saintly King Louis IX. Meant to...
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