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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Tragedies of
Aeschylus: Re-Edited With an English Commentary Besides the want of a good running commentary, in the way of foot - notes, compiled uniformly
for all the plays of Aeschylus, one cause of the distaste which many feel towards the careful study of this great poet is the exaggerated notion which
they entertain of the uncertainty of the text. Unfortunately, Aes chylus has more often been made a field for critical ingenuity than for the exercise of
sober judgment and sound poetical taste. This is evidenced in the thousands of improbable conjectures which have been hazarded by critics of the
so-called Porsonian school, who, mistaking mere shrewdness for scholarship, and ambitious only to surpass their predecessors in sagacity, have so
handled the more obscure parts as scarcely to leave a line unquestioned or a phrase unassailed. Even where they have not ventured to alter, they
have indulged in needless suspicions, and thus have tended to throw discredit upon the entire works on which they thought to shed a new light. Now,
although a very large number of conjectural corrections must of necessity find a place in every good edition of the poet, and indeed are now
adopted by almost universal consent, as possessing either self-evident truth or a degree of probability closely approximating to absolute certainty,
these bear no proportion to the attempts that have been made upon passages which may, with at least equal proba bility, be pronounced perfectly
genuine, and may often be proved so by parallel examples from the author himself. On the other hand, there are those who cause scarcely less
dissatisfaction to a reader of taste, by rejecting all, or nearly all; conjectural correc...
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