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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The American
Political Science Review, Vol. 14 At present representative government is the dominant type of polity. It has spread not only through the western
world but also it has been extensively adopted in the East, whose peo ples are still taking it up with an enthusiasm that creates some troublesome
administrative problems for imperial authority. Today, representative government is probably the most widely di?used political form the world has
ever known. If it can be made e?ective in distributing justice and maintaining order civilization will at last become general throughout the world,
instead of subsisting only in particular areas as heretofore. The prospect is so attractive that one is apt to overlook the fact that the ascendancy of
representative government is too recent to warrant entire confidence in its permanence. It is a product of the nineteenth century, prior to which
representative govern ment was peculiar to England and its oil shoots. Probably Eng lish success in the Napoleonic wars was the master in?uence in
quelling the old antipathy to legislative assemblies and starting the tide of sentiment in favor of parliamentary institutions which swept over Europe,
reshaping all constitutions. But most of them do not date farther back than 1848, so that su?icient time has not elapsed to advance them beyond the
experimental stage, and meanwhile it is manifest that there has been some revival of the old antipathy. The cause now is the same as the cause then
- belief that institutions purporting to exist for the public welfare are really agencies of private interest and class advantage. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is...
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