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This small publication has a twofold object. First, to exhibit the people commonly called Shakers, in their proper character, as citizens of the
commonwealth, and under the influence and operation of its laws. In this view, it is presented to the statesman, whether legislator, lawyer, judge or
jurist. Second, to solve the many questions proposed by the religious world, concerning these singular people, as a religious community. For this
purpose, it is offered to the professors of religion, of all societies, and all candid inquirers. The Exposition, in its first form, was hastily written for the
purpose of obviating a defamatory bill presented to the Legislature of New York. It is now somewhat abridged, in order to comprise, in few words,
the main points in question, and afford room for a more full and free discussion of those points, which may afford satisfaction to the intelligent and
candid reader. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing
page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are
intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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