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Honest Tom, Derbyshire Hero and Merryman - who or what were they ? Similarly, what do we know of Sweet William, Wax-work and King Tom; not
forgetting Dumpling and Mr. Harrison s Old Bumper ! ? Others had names such as Ploughboy, Drayman and Waggoner - and here we have our
clue; all of them were horses! More specifically, they were all heavy horses - of the type which became known as Shires. The long breeding history of
the Shire horse goes back more the 250 years - by some accounts to the time of the somewhat mysterious Mr. Hood of Leicestershire and his
Packington Blind Horse, but there is much more to this. Some facts can never be known, including how much the Great War Horse of the medieval
period, or horses imported at various times from present-day Belgium and the Netherlands, may have contributed to the ancestry of what is
presumed to be a very English horse breed. Men of the Shires is a unique resource, providing an insight into the mid-eighteenth century world of the
owners and breeders of heavy horses who shaped what became the Shire horse breed. Research by the author has revealed new information about
the earliest-known of these named horses, and the men of the English Midland shire counties who were their owners and breeders. Robert Bakewell,
the agriculturalist is celebrated as a pioneer who used selective breeding methods to improve the quality of sheep, but also of cattle and horses. He
had a significant role to play as a breeder and owner of the evolving Shire horse. There were however, many other Shire men who made an
important early contribution to the development...
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