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***xx Excerpt from Western Massachusetts, Vol. 1: A History, 1636-1925 Into the preparation of this Western Massachusetts - A History has gone a vast
amount of study, research, and earnest thought. As in all such works, its importance and magnitude increased as the significance, from historical,
patriotic, and social viewpoints, of the various movements and periods treated, was borne in upon the writers. Thus a subject that originally it had
seemed possible to present adequately in two pages grew to four pages, a chapter developed into a section, while the value of the history as a
source of reference mounted steadily during its compilation. Particularly enlightening is the material bearing upon William Pynchon, much of which
has never been presented to the public in any form. The work of Dr. Lockwood and Mr. Bagg in the history as a whole, and of the local editors in
connection with their particular districts, has been painstaking, thorough, and enthusiastic, while contributions such as those from Judge Francis
Nims Thompson, Miss Elizabeth L. Adams, Lieutenant-Colonel George A. Roberts, and others, have constituted distinctive features that accentuate
the general excellence of the whole. When any human endeavor extends over many months it is almost invariably influenced by the. thousand
natural shocks that flesh is heir to In this instance it was the death of Edward Boltwood that brought sadness to his associates. Although his
interested thought and wise counsel had played their part in the planning and early work of the history, the loss of continued association with him
was a deprivation keenly felt. To the advisory committee sincere appreciation is due for loyal support whenever assistance was needed, and this
opportunity...
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