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1918, 1,791 Chelmsford men were serving in the army or navy. Three hundred and ninety two of them did not return. Chelmsford in the Great War is
the touching story of the people these men left behind: the munitions workers, special constables, VADs, shopkeepers, magistrates, councillors,
conscientious objectors, teachers and school children, as well as Mr and Mrs Nathan Smith's St Bernard dog, Brenda, who collected funds for the
British Red Cross. It is also an account of how this optimistic and modern town responded after the outbreak of war in 1914. Army camps and
airfields appeared in and around Chelmsford and thousands of men of the South Midland Divisions and the Lowland Division were billeted here
during their training for the front line. They had an immense impact on the people and despite the local attachment to the Essex Regiment,
friendships were formed with the men with strange accents which lasted long after the war. The great local firms such as Marconi's and Hoffmann's
were taken over for munitions work and the constant demand for skilled labour conflicted with the national need for fighting men. With the arrival
of conscription the local military tribunal was hard pressed to find the right balance, until the place of women in the workforce was recognised.
Civic affairs were dominated by a cohort of aldermen and councillors who seemed incapable of leadership in these turbulent times; with billeting,
air raids, the blackout, food shortages, rationing and even the genuine threat of invasion the main concerns of the Chelmsford community, the
Council responded by forming endless committees and subcommittees. Despite this, Chelmsford survived the war intact, undamaged, and...
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