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*****.THE Authors have given us at first hand in fascinating form an absorbing and realistic narrative of stirring times in the annals of the Royal
Naval Division. They have seen with their own observant eyes, and been themselves a part of all they describe in many lands. Accuracy is the
dominant note through all their graphic pen and pencil pictures. It was my privilege to see this wonderful Division in the making when the raw
material was composed of an assortment of men strangely varied, but of a high physical standard. They were all keen to learn, the war being
urgent and dispatch necessary. Hence in a marvellously short time they became transformed by their Marine and Naval Instructors into the
wonderful fighting-men portrayed in these pages. Of good physique to start with, their training imbued them with the ready resource of the sailor
and the precision of the soldier. The Authors take us pleasantly and with light touch through ever changing scenes from the Antwerp expedition,
through the Homeric combats of Gallipoli, to Salonica and the Isles of Greece with their poisonous, malarial climate, to the muddy, blood-stained
trenches of the Western Front. Hard fighting made them happy, and the ever changing climate, from blizzard to blazing sun- shine, never dulled
their cheery spirits. They have done well in recording what at the time was common knowledge amongst all in Gallipoli, that the Turk was a clean
fighter, because he was still his old self, uncontaminated by methods of Icultur. One wishes the Authors had said more about the everlasting miracle
of the evacuation of the Gallipoli Peninsula. That feat we owe to the military genius...
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