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***** On this island called Galveston, Texas, African-Americans have a unique position in the history of the world. Natives of this city, and incoming
residents, who were people of color, were the pioneers of much of the civilization that occurred in this part of the world. Juneteenth has become a
term used by persons all over the nation who recognize the validity of the term now synonymous with freedom of the former black-skinned slaves.
This term comes from the fact that, in Galveston, Texas, General Granger arrived by ship with orders that were read to the public at Ashton Villa on
June 19, 1865. He actually arrived in the harbor on June 17, 1865, and the news leaked out from the deckhands on that date. But the dates are both
worthy of the title Juneteenth, which is the way the former slaves passed down the news to their progeny. This news came from the official
document called the Emancipation Proclamation, which was a law signed by President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863, and sent to the
southern states involved in the Confederacy. So Texas was the first of these states to receive this law, and Galveston was the entry port, and
therefore had the distinction of being the first place to embrace the freedom of persons of color in the southern part of the new United States of
America. There were free men and women of color in Galveston before this announcement was made, so the progress of the city toward racial
harmony was already underway. Pioneers of all kinds of institutions and businesses came from Galveston. It is no accident that Galveston has been
a city of firsts....
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