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Mangroves-the threatened coastal intertidal halophytic flora play very dominant and important
roles in the estuarine mouths, sea-land interphase areas of deltaic ecosystems of both the tropical
and sub-tropical zones, especially in the highly populated South-East Asian countries, several Pacific
Islands and Australian Coasts. Inspite of their important roles and immense ecological impacts,
these mangroves and the mangrove ecosystems have faced both biotic and abiotic threat and these
highly productive mangrove zones have been cleared or the mangrove ecosystems have also been
degraded very repidly during the last three centuries. Alongwith these, the Mangroves and
Mangrove Ecosystems of the World are also highlighted in brief.;Excavation of brackishwater fish
and shrimp farms in these coastal areas, resulting rapid degradation of these mangals of the
Sundarbans and other biotic components of these estuarine environment. All these
threatened/endangered flora and fauna need urgent protection and conservation measures and
accordingly several important National and International projects have now been undertaken for
the conservation of these mangrove ecosystem of the Sundarband.;In these perspective, the
Mangroves and the mangrove associates of the Indian Sundarbans are described in relation to their
morphometric features, anatomical characteristics and also...
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