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English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. [.] *AESTHETIC POETRY. Written in 1868. First
published 1889 in Appreciations. (Not included in the 1910 Macmillan Library Edition, but published
personages in his church-work; or, say, dreams-monastic dreams-thin, do-nothing creatures,
conjured from sky and cloud. Perugino clearly never broke through the meditative circle of the
Middle Age. Now Raphael, on the other hand, in his final period at Rome, exhibits a wonderful
narrative power in painting; and the secret of that power-the power of developing a story in a
picture, or series of pictures-may be traced back from him to Pinturicchio, as that painter worked
on those vast, well-lighted walls of the cathedral library at Siena, at the great series of frescoes
illustrative of the life of Pope Pius the Second. It had been a brilliant personal history, in contact now
and again with certain remarkable public events-a career religious yet mundane, you scarcely know
which, so natural is the blending of lights, of interest in it. How unlike the Peruginesque conception
of life in its almost perverse other-worldliness, which Raphael now leaves behind him, but,...
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