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*****.Excerpt from Department of Defense Authorization for Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2002, Vol. 6: Hearings Before the Committee on Armed
Services, United States Senate, One Hundred Seventh Congress, Second Session on S. 1416 The subcommittee meets today to receive testimony
regarding recruitment and retention of military personnel within the Department of Defense and the military services. This hearing is a followup to
our February 24, 2000 hearing on this same subject. I asked for this hearing in order to discuss the innovative ideas to enhance recruiting and
retention, those ideas that you are pursuing and those that you may be considering. I also want to get an update on the current status of the
services recruiting and retention achievements as compared to your goals and to predictions that each of you made for fiscal year 2001 during our
hearing on February 24. The fact that we have devoted five hearings over the past 4 years to recruiting and retention reflects the priority we assign
to this issue. Despite tremendous eHorts on behalf of recruiters, the recruiting chiefs, the personnel chiefs, the Department of Defense, and Congress,
we re just now beginning to reverse the trends that we ve seen over recent years in recruiting. The military services must be able to recruit the best
and brightest young Americans to serve in the military. I do not have to remind our witnesses today we re experiencing one of the most challenging
times in recruiting the highest quality young men and women. As this hearing is a continuation of a series of hearings examining the recruiting and
retention programs, I want to urge our witnesses to speak with utmost...
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