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Sagging Meniscus Press, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Literary Nonfiction. Jewish Studies. THE BUTTON
THIEF OF EAST 14TH STREET: SCENES FROM A LIFE ON THE LOWER EAST SIDE 1927-1957 is Fay Webern s masterful chronicle of a youth spent in one
of New York City s most vibrant immigrant communities during the harsh years of the Great Depression and The Second World War. Its forty-two
beautifully sculpted episodes not only conjure into vivid existence a complete world, but reveal something of the bedrock of the author s inner being,
in which the irreducible hardness, the is -ness, of reality may be felt: the burden of survival; the stone in the heart ; the daily concerns, serious or
frivolous, erected on it; and at the same time, always, flying above, indomitable, the muse of poetic imagination and the spirit of defiance. THE
BUTTON THIEF is a joyous, magnificent achievement--an extraordinarily truthful and moving work of art, both radically personal and universal,
utterly transcending the category of memoir. It s amazing that well into the 21st century, we have been graced with this bittersweet, compelling, and
often hilarious memoir of the Jewish Lower East Side during the thirties and the post-war era. Fay Webern s detailed portrait of this bustling
neighborhood of immigrants, shops and overcrowded tenements brings to mind the work of the great Jewish writer Anzia Yezierska, although
Webern has a sharper eye, and is less prone to sentimentality. With wit and affection, Webern vividly evokes the progressive housing project her
family moved into, and its eventual demolition. Webern s unique personal story draws us into the very heart of the New York story, revealing the
evolving experience of this influential immigrant community, so often mythologized but not always understood. --David Winner.
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