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Preached at the Installation of Adams Ayer, as Associate Pastor of the Unitarian Society in Charlestown, N. H., June 7, 1855 There are some truths so
plain, and so readily assented to, that they are little better than falsehoods in respect to their prao tical in?uence. To get them honestly doubted is
perhaps the [first step to getting them eCiciently believed. Among these is the im portance of religion to a nation; a truth which secures with about
equal readiness our assent and our indiCerence. To hear it dis pated might excite our indignation and sorrow; to hear it aCirm ed moves only our
thoughtless acquiescence. When in the reign of terror, the French nation, so far as their act could do it, de posed God, and abolished public worship,
and religious days and usages, the pious instincts of the world were Shocked at the mon strous idea of a nation without a church, a people without
faith. It was perhaps a happy thing for Christendom, that one nation should substitute antipathy to religion for indiCerence to it, and convert into
visible opposition and practical atheism, what is commonly only latent and unconscious distaste for piety. It alarmed other nations into self-
examination, and animated the theological studies and religious activity of the Protestant world. It is fortunate that from time to time, other
providential circum stances draw attention to national religion, and awaken our minds to the importance of understanding the religious life of
whole peo ples. Until the recent war with Russia, the English nation wereinterested in nothing so much as in studying the question of their on
relations as a people to Christianity, and to Christian insti...
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