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the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1801. Excerpt: . . . Enter Primitive and Mrs. Belford. Prim. Now do, for my sake, pray, pray justify yourself.
Mrs. B. Sir, | have told you | am slandered. Prim. Well but consider, what Mrs. Gabriel fays is persectly true; | know nothing of your history, she does;
and if | should defile this innocent abode, by introducing to it a person of suspicious character--Mrs. B. Suspicious! Prim. Pardon me; these were my
nieces words, not mine: and when (he added, her husbands constancy might be corrupted--Mrs. B. Corrupted! and by me!--Sir, | can only answer, |
am innocent; and if this be doubted, let me be gone. | know, by losing you, Ive lost my best, my only friend; but if you think Id be indebted for roy
safety to those who say 1 would disgrace my benefactor, and mar connubial and domestic love, you know but little of me. | cannot guess the motive
for their cruelty; nor should I, by accusing others, vindicate myself; but let me tell you, Sir, slander is a rank and poisonous weed, and never yet took
root in pure unsullied ground. Prim. Well then, why dont you explain yourself--Plague ont! why not tell me your name, your family, your history--
Come now do, do be good-natured. , Mrs. B. Alas! | dare not. Prim. Dare not! Mrs. B. No; my pride wont suffer me: and my story would but expose
one, whom, spite of all my wrongs, I still am weak...
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