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Tupelo Press, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. New ed.. 224 x 150 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Poetry. Winner of
the Dorset Prize, selected by Jane Hirshfield. The a<ermath of death leaves many of us dumbstruck--turned inward and inarticulate. Having lost
both parents, poet Rusty Morrison attempts to find in that shocked silence a language scored by the intimacy of that aloneness with death. Each
poem-series in this book of multi-part sequences evolves a new form, stretching every sentence past expectation so as to disrupt the truisms of grief
and find aEinities in the shi<ing flux that death discloses. Readers are oEered what the poet experienced in the writing process, not relief but a
heightened intensity. Beyond elegy, Morrison s new work embodies the volatility of death in life, which mourning allows us to experience. The
question underlying AFTER URGENCY is how to go on--a question that presses even when we can do nothing else--and each poem in this collection
posits a hard-wrestled, multiplying answer of gorgeous continuance. Rusty Morrison instantiates idea and feeling in ways unlike any other poet now
writing. The intelligence and aliveness here are omnidirectional. Inhabiting extremity with speech s own vision and musics, Morrison s image-
assertions are uncanny in their inter-mixing of inner and outer, of precision and threshold-awareness. This is a hallmark book of grief and life. --
Jane Hirshfield What contract does lyric language make with the world? From out of this series of elegies for her parents, Rusty Morrison derives the
contract s first tenet: Essential in the verbal performance of any statement / is its mortality. From the poet s poignant reckoning with her own
concomitant mortality a Keatsian full-throatedness emerges, but what makes Morrison a post-modern is the way she pairs lyric s mimesis of
interiority with...
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