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God: In a Series of Dissertations But how many, professing the name of Christ, have fought and won this glorious victory ! How many have even ever
bethought themselves of the necessity of the struggle! Alas the natural man, in the second sense of the word, is but too common a character in the
visible church of God. Indolently succumbing to his animal nature, he passively acquiesces in the results of his education and experience a series of
notions on high and awful subjects have become familiar to him, and both pride and ignorance conspire to lead him to regard all familiar truths as
the property of his own mind. These, according as he is content to take his place amid the crowd, or is ambitious of the character of a philosopher,
he throws into the common mass of first principles and incontestible axioms, or places among the sure deductions of human rea son: hence much
unconscious practical infidelity, and hence alas! Some avowed apostacy. To nature is ascribed what nature could never give, and to God are
refused acknowledg ments for what God could alone bestow. On the very thresh hold, then, of addressing to any Christian body an investigation
into the nature and properties of the church of God, We find it necessary to ascertain the point at which its extraordinary supply of knowledge,
meeting the deficiencies of our nature, comes in aid of our ordinary information. The discovery Of this will disclose at once the special blessedness
and high privi leges of which we are too apt to be unconscious. Thus we shall see the utter destitution Of the natural man, and the unbound ed...
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