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By Jose R. Oliver

The University of Alabama Press, United States, 2009. Paperback. Condition: New. 2nd ed..
Language: English . Brand New Book. Cemis are both portable artifacts and embodiments of
persons or spirits, which the Tainos and other natives of the Greater Antilles (ca. AD 1000-1550)
regarded as numinous beings with super-natural or magic powers. This volume takes a close look
at the relationship between humans and other (non-human) beings that are imbued with cemi
power, specifically within the Taino inter-island cultural sphere encompassing Puerto Rico and
Hispaniola. The relationships address the important questions of identity and personhood of the
cemi icons and their human owners and on the implications of cemi gift-giving and gift-taking that
sustains a complex web of relationships between caciques (chiefs) of Puerto Rico and
Hispaniola.Oliver provides a careful analysis of the four major forms of cemis - three-pointed
stones, large stone heads, stone collars, and elbow stones - as well as face masks, which provide an
interesting contrast to the stone heads. He finds evidence for his interpretation of human and cemi
interactions from a critical review of sixteenth century Spanish ethnohistoric documents, especially
the Relacion Acerca de las Antiguedades de los Indios written by Friar Ramon Pane...
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This publication is definitely not eAortless to get started on studying but extremely enjoyable to see. I was able to comprehended almost everything using
this created e pdf. I am pleased to let you know that here is the finest publication i have go through in my very own lifestyle and could be he very best pdf
for ever.
-- Pr of . Julia na  La ng osh DV M-- Pr of . Julia na  La ng osh DV M

This published book is wonderful. It is really simplified but unexpected situations within the fiCy percent of the ebook. Once you begin to read the book, it is
extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Dr . Ja nis Reilly-- Dr . Ja nis Reilly
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