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Why This Forum Was Convened Oversight and law enforcement agencies play an important role in eliminating fraud, waste, and abuse. Sharing
data, knowledge, and analytic tools can assist government agencies in this effort. However, while there is a tremendous amount of information the
government can use in preventing and detecting fraud, waste, and abuse, using and leveraging these data can be challenging. In January 2013,
GAO, the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency, and the Recovery Accountability and Transparency Board convened a forum
with the purpose of exploring ways in which oversight and law enforcement agencies use data analytics to assist in the prevention and detection of
fraud, waste, and abuse, as well as identifying the most-significant challenges to realizing the potential of data analytics and actions that the
government can take to address these challenges. This report summarizes the key themes that emerged from the discussion in the forum.
Specifically, the report discusses the challenges and opportunities in (1) accessing and using data and (2) sharing data. In addition, participants
identified next steps to address these challenges and capitalize on opportunities. Forum participants included representatives from federal, state,
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