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swarming with bacteria. Here again the writer does not wish to be understood as advocating the introduction of fairies into nature, but of the two
extremes it is better that he should find the woods peopled with these creatures than that he should see in nature only the recurring processes of life,
death, fermentation and decay. In other words the ideal nature teacher should have a genuine love for nature rather than a technical knowledge of
biological and physical sciences. Councillors Grace Brown Gardner State Normal School, Framingham, Massachusetts Probably no subject in the
normal school curriculum has had a more varied career than that now designated by the general term of nature study. Natural history, which was
taught in a desultory manner and at irregular intervals during the earlier years of the normal schools, early became diGerentiated into botany and
zoology. These subjects were taught from a strictly scientific standpoint. Botany dealing largely with the analysis and classification of plants and the
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