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***x*x* Excerpt from Orations Delivered Before the Northern Lyceum of the City and County of Philadelphia, at Their Anniversaries in 1837-8 One of the
most important acquisitions of man is a knowledge of the human understanding, an acquaintance with the secret springs of menial action - a
comprehension of the great design by which we were formed - and a proper apprehension of the capacities of the mind and the means by which it
may be directed, in individuals and in masses. It is this knowledge to direct the energies of our kind, which has, from time to time, presented to the
world a successful warrior starting from obscurity, and seizing at once on power and fame. It is this that has given success to false teachers of other
ages and the present time - it is this that raised Mohammed from the rank of a servant to the eminence of a lawgiver and a prophet for millions of
human beings. It is this that sent Europe to toil against the skill of the Saracen and whiten with human bones the shores of Syria and the plains of
Palestine. It is this which, in modern times, chained two thirds of Europe to the car of a single conqueror - and, in turn, chained that conqueror to a
solitary rock of the stormy Atlantic. It is this which gives gratification to the unhallowed ambition of political aspirants of every age and every clime.
But this knowledge so powerful for evil, is no less potent for good. The energies of the human mind that have been distorted to waste and devastate
a continent - enslave and debase a people, or...
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