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***xx Excerpt from God, Religion, and Immortality: An Oration, Delivered at the Paine Celebration in Cincinnati, Sunday, January 29, 1860 My
Brothers, | am afraid you will be disappointed. | have not come to praise Thomas Paine, but to be Thomas Paine - to go as far beyond this age, as he
went beyond his age - and then to go as much beyond him, as he did beyond others. | have come to be Thomas Paine to Thomas Paine. | have come
to supersede the Age of Reason! Be brave enough to hear me. No man has business here to-day celebrating Thomas Paine, whose heart does not
leap to make this Commemoration a Funeral - the Funeral of Superstition: both the Superstition Thomas Paine exploded, and as much, the other
that he left. Even if you cannot accept what | utter, yet at least, let it pass in at one ear and out at the other. Dare to allow free discussion in America
one hour! Be as brave as Thomas Paine! He threw down his gauntlet to the world. I but take it up. He accepted no quarter. Then ask me to give him
none. No more bid me cease combating him, than he ever ceased combating others. But follow on, while | make a full end of the work he
commenced - the Superstition he spared! Let two wrestle together with none to stop but the final Truth! Be as brave as | am. Dare to hear, what |
dare to speak; and dare to let me speak, what | dare to think. Expect what | say to shock you, subvert you, overwhelm you - but...
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