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Force Civilians and Deployments The War on Terror and its corresponding increase in operations tempo has put a strain on the active and air
reserve components. In addition to filling normal Air Force and joint requirements, Air Force personnel are also filling traditional Army
requirements. The strain of high operations tempo is being felt by all the services. Military personnel, to include the reserve components are pulling
multiple tours in Iraq or Afghanistan, and the Air Force and the Army began to extend deployment tour lengths. To alleviate the aforementioned
strain, the Air Force should utilize the approximate 174,000 Air Force civilians to help augment the forces. As the Air Force seeks to become a lighter,
more agile force via transformation and recapitalization eIorts, the requirement for forces has increased. Augmenting the active and air reserve
component with Department of the Air Force civilians will provide a human resource solution in addition to realizing true total force integration as
civilians and uniformed personnel perform together in a wartime environment. In February 2007, the Department of State asked the Department of
Defense to assist in filling Provincial Reconstruction Teams (PRT) in Iraq and Afghanistan. The Secretary of Defense agreed to assist and tasked each
service department to solicit civil servant volunteers to serve nine to twelve months temporary duty as a PRT member. The Air Force assisted the
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