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Over 66,000 airline pilot jobs exist for larger mainline and smaller regional airlines that operate over 7,000 commercial aircra@. A@er a decade of
turmoil that curtailed growth in the industry and resulted in fewer pilots employed at airlines since 2000, recent industry forecasts indicate that the
global aviation industry is poised for growth. However, stakeholders have voiced concerns that imminent retirements, fewer pilots exiting the
military, and new rules increasing the number of flight hours required to become a first oBicer for an airline, could result in a shortage of qualified
airline pilots. GAO was asked to examine pilot supply and demand issues. This report describes (1) what available data and forecasts reveal about
the need for and potential availability of airline pilots and (2) what actions industry and government are taking or could take to attract and retain
airline pilots. GAO collected and analyzed data from 2000 through 2012, forecasts from 2013 through 2022, and literature relevant to the labor
market for airline pilots and reviewed documents and interviewed agency oBicials about programs that support training. GAO interviewed and
collected data from associations representing airlines or their pilots, and pilot schools that accounted for about half of the students who graduated
with professional pilot majors in 2012. GAO selected the airlines and schools.
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