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becomes political. Groups sometimes claim that they fight for other than political reasons - to rectify economic inequality, to propagate a particular
bloodline, or to camouflage a religious jihad. In their attempts to establish pu-rity of purpose, however, they use these claims to sidestep the reality
of the relationship between political intent and the appli-cation of power. Nearly all societies exist in a context of social, economic, reli-gious,
informational, diplomatic, military, and cultural forces. Politics, for the purpose of this discussion, refers to the con-trolled and coordinated use of
these forces to achieve both gen-eral and specific ends. The method of that application in peace-time is typically nonviolent. The method by which
these forces are applied in wartime, however, is not. It is violence in the pur-suit of these objectives that characterizes and confirms a military
objectives political nature. One could select a diEerent term - government, for example, or group authority - to describe the controlling force of a
states various instruments of power. But forms of government and sources of authority vary widely from one society to the next. As a process of
orchestrating and controlling power, politics - of which violent military power is one subset - remains re-markably identifiable regardless of the
state or group in ques-tion. Politics is the motive force housed in the architecture of government or other corresponding authority. It is with this un-
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