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***xx Excerpt from Austria and Its Policy: A Lecture, Delivered at Astoaria, N. January 21st, 1853 We have named, as the subject for our interview,
some recollections of Austria. And before proceeding to speak of the Imperial Royal Empire, let me ask your judgment to relieve your minds from
the cloud of prejudice which numerous ill-considered censures have cast upon this Empire. Its system of isolation has almost placed its internal
policy in Chinese obscurity; but latterly, more intimate intercourse has shown us that though its whole system is opposed to constitutional freedom
and enlightened liberty, still, there are few despotisms with more contented and industrious subjects, and no absolute governments in Europe more
open to the wishes, and more conducive to the material well-being of its subjects. A recent State paper - memorable for many reasons, if not for
diplomatic propriety, has asserted, in comparing the extent of the Austrian Empire with that of the United States, that the possessions of the House
of Hapsburgh are but a patch on the earth s surface; - this might be literally true, and still, ancient populous Austria be no mean power on the earth.
Without pursuing this unnecessary boast, which in sound reason has but little force, let us reverse the glass, and endeavor to look at this empire in
its true extent. In conversing upon such a subject with brother freemen, born with recognized rights and liberties, we feel a pleasure mingled with
regret; and we can only by a strong effort, clear our minds from the influence of feeling and tradition for dispassionate contemplation. Let us
rejoice that we are not born subjects of emperors and kings,...
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