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Maurophilia and the Construction of Early Modern Spain, Barbara Fuchs, In the Western
imagination, Spain often evokes the colorful culture of al-Andalus, the Iberian region once ruled by
Muslims. Tourist brochures inviting visitors to sunny and romantic Andalusia, home of the
ingenious gardens and intricate arabesques of Granada's Alhambra Palace, are not the first texts to
trade on Spain's relationship to its Moorish past. Despite the fall of Granada to the Catholic
Monarchs in 1492 and the subsequent repression of Islam in Spain, Moorish civilization continued to
influence both the reality and the perception of the Christian nation that emerged in place of al-
Andalus. In Exotic Nation, Barbara Fuchs explores the paradoxes in the cultural construction of
Spain in relation to its Moorish heritage through an analysis of Spanish literature, costume,
language, architecture, and chivalric practices. Between 1492 and the expulsion of the Moriscos
(Muslims forcibly converted to Christianity) in 1609, Spain attempted to come to terms with its own
Moorishness by simultaneously repressing Muslim subjects and appropriating their rich cultural
heritage. Fuchs examines the explicit romanticization of the Moors in Spanish literature-often
referred to as "literary maurophilia"-and...
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Reviews

Undoubtedly, this is actually the best operate by any publisher. It is among the most amazing pdf i have got read. Its been printed in an exceptionally
straightforward way which is just after i finished reading this book in which actually altered me, change the way i believe.
-- Deonte Kohler PhD

This publication might be well worth a study, and much better than other. It is among the most awesome book i have got study. You may like the way the
article writer publish this publication.
-- Dr. Paige Bartell
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