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elephants fight, ants should stand aside. - Norodom Sihanouk, King of Cambodia, on the Vietnam War The Vietnam War could have been called a
comedy of errors if the consequences weren t so deadly and tragic. In 1951, while war was raging in Korea, the United States began signing defense
pacts with nations in the Pacific, intending to create alliances that would contain the spread of Communism. As the Korean War was winding down,
America joined the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization, pledging to defend several nations in the region from Communist aggression. One of those
nations was South Vietnam. By the end of 1967, with nearly half a million troops deployed, more than 19,000 deaths, and a war that cost $2 billion a
month and seemed to grow bloodier by the day, the Johnson administration faced an increasingly impatient and skeptical nation. Early in 1968, a
massive coordinated Viet Cong operation - the Tet OJensive - briefly paralyzed American and South Vietnamese forces across the country,
threatening even the American embassy compound in Saigon. With this, the smiling mask slipped even further, inflaming the burgeoning antiwar
movement. As the results of the Tet OJensive made clear, American forces were hamstrung by political constraints and a wide range of self-
imposed limitations, and the United States struggled to deal with the greater strategic nimbleness of the North Vietnamese during the late 1960s. The
tremendous power of the American military, blending technological strength and professional skill, gave the Americans the advantage in many,
though of course not all, tactical encounters. On the strategic...
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