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Louisiana State University Press, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 208 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. In the
late nineteenth and early twentieth century, Jim Crow strengthened rapidly and several southern states adopted new constitutions designed
primarily to strip African American men of their right to vote. Since the FiEeenth Amendment to the United States Constitution prohibited
eliminating voters based on race, the South concocted property requirements, literacy tests, poll taxes, white primaries, and white control of the
voting apparatus to eliminate the region s black vote almost entirely. Desperate to save their ballots, black political leaders, attorneys, preachers,
and activists fought back in the courts, sustaining that resistance until the nascent NAACP took over the legal battle. In Defying Disfranchisement, R.
Volney Riser documents a number of lawsuits challenging restrictive voting requirements. Though the U.S. Supreme Court received twelve of these
cases, that body coldly ignored the systematic disfranchisement of black southerners. Nevertheless, as Riser shows, the attempts themselves were
stunning and demonstrate that African Americans sheltered and nurtured a hope that led to wholesale changes in the American legal and political
landscape.Riser chronicles numerous significant antidisfranchisement cases, from South Carolina s Mills v. Green (1985), the first such case to reach
the Supreme Court, and Williams v. Mississippi, (1898), the well-known but little-understood challenge to Mississippi s constitution, to the
underappreciated landmark Giles v. Harris -- described as the Second Dred Scott by contemporaries -- in which the Court upheld Alabama s 1901
state constitution. In between, he examines a host of voting rights campaigns waged throughout the country and legal challenges initiated across
the South by both black and white southerners. OEen disputatious, frequently disorganized, and woefully underfunded, the antidisfranchisement
activists of 1890--1908 lost, and badly; in some cases, their repeated and...
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