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But, tired and weary as she was, sleep was denied her at Warrington, for during the night there
were continual alarms, which it was pretended came from Chester, but were really only concerted
to keep the troops on the alert, for both the besiegers and the besieged at Chester had enough on
their hands. (Life of Mrs. Thornton, Surtees Soc., 347.) On the 18th January, 1644, Colonel Sir
Thomas Aston attempted to relieve Nantwich, which was besieged; but he had too lately buckled on
his armour to know how much caution it was necessary for a commander to observe in war, and,
instead of success, he met with a disheartening repulse. (Hist. Ches., I., 36.) On the 26th of the same
month, when an attempt was again made by General Lord Byron and Sir Thomas Aston (who was
serving under him)...
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