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British Medical Association: Delivered in the Hall of Christ Church, August 4, 1868 It has been said that one chief art in a President s Address is to
advance no serious Opinions, and to provoke no criticism. A speaker cannot, however, speak with advantage unless he express thoughts which
awaken a response in the head and the heart of his hearers. The test of the success or failure of his attempt must be their approval or
condemnation. Pleasant and bright as | hope our meeting will be, full as it should be of the double objects of such a gathering, - the advance of our
common pursuits and the calling forth the kindly feelings of a common profession, - | much mistake your wishes if you do not desire that something
more, than an agreeable retrospect, more also than words of hearty welcome, should occupy us for a brief space to-night. We are living in a critical
period of our country s history; in a new era in the history of Man. Every part of our social fabric is now undergoing scrutiny, revision, and reform.
Government, trade, institutions, laws, the artificial usages of society, the character to be given to our children by the method of their early training,
are not only being criticised, but are most. Of them being changed - changed with unexampled rapidity and the change is, some think, a ten deney
to absolute perfection, or, according to one philosopher, a last plunge down the Falls of Niagara. The facility with which ideas are communicated
through the whole human family, distinguishes our age from all that precede it. Our own profession is not exempt from these...
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