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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: .September was the severest that ever was known in this county. John
Dour, Secretary. BLACKFORD COUNTY. The Fair ground, containing twenty-four acres, is beautifully located just north of and adjoining the town of
Hartford City, the county seat of Blackford county, Indiana, with one of the best halfmile tracks in the State and all the modern improvements,
having ample accommodations and shelter for stock, plenty of stock water and good drinking water. Mechanical Hall and Fruit Hall being filled and
well managed were an especial feature of the Fair. But the crowning wonder was Floral Hall, under the direct supervision of Mr. T. P. Van Winkle and
his lady assistants. With its wealth of flowers, ornamental needle-work, canaries and pretty girls was enough to almost convince the writer that
single blessedness was not what it is cracked up to be. The large and elegant display of fine horses was suIicient to convince the most skeptical that
the days of hoss trading in old plugs, would soon be numbered among the lost arts. The showing in cattle was large and satisfactory, and the
investments made by our farmers in thoroughbreds and graded stock prove conclusively that the most desirable grades of fine stock are rapidly
superseding the inferior grades of scrub stock so much in use in the past. The large and splendid exhibition of Poland China and Berkshire hogs and
their crosses, together with a fair showing of Jersey reds, are sufficient to establish the fact...
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