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Be Printed, 1870 The Committee having inquired into the matters referred to it, begs to report: That telegraphic communication with Queen s Town
might be established from Fort Beaufort at a cost for construction of 3,000, and that the annual expense to be incurred for maintenance and
working would be about 250. That the position of Queen s Town upon the immediate border of the Colony, at a point where, in the event of native
disturbances, extensive military operations would in all probability have to be directed from, together with its importance in a commercial point of
view, is such as to make it very desirable to have communication with it by means of the telegraph; and the Committee have reason to believe that
the revenue to be derived from the transmission of messages to and from Queen s Town would be equal, in amount at least, to that derived from
any other town along the existing lines, Port Elizabeth excepted. A telegraph from Port Elizabeth to Cape Recif, and one from Simon s Town to Cape
Point, could be constructed for about 1,400, and one from Graham s Town to Port Alfred for 1,700, - and the annual cost of maintenance and
working of the three would amount to about 250. It could not be expected, the Committee considers, that much income would be obtained for the
transmission of messages to and from the lighthouses; but it would doubtless be for many reasons desirable to have telegraphic communication
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