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*****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1810 edition. Excerpt: . inaugural oration. it is the fortune of some opinions, as wellN
as of some individual characters, to have been, during a long succession of ages, subjects of continual controversy among mankind. In forming an
estimate of the moral or intellectual merits of many a person, whose name is recorded in the volumes of history, their virtues and vices are so nearly
balanced, that their station in the ranks of fame has never been precisely assigned, and their reputation, even after death, vibrates upon the hinges
of events, with which they have little or no perceptible connexion. Such too has been the destiny of the arts and sciences in general, and of the art of
rhetoric in particular. Their advancement and decline have been alternate in the annals of the world. At one period they have been cherished,
admired, and cultivated; at another neglected, despised, and oppressed. Like the favorites of princes, they have had their turns of unbounded
influence and of excessive degrada. tion. Now the enthusiasm of their votaries has raised them to the pinnacle of greatness; now a turn of the wheel
has hurled them prostrate in the dust. Nor have these great and sudden revolutions always resulted from causes seemingly capable of producing
such effects. At one period. the barbarian conqueror destroys, at another he N adopts, the arts of the vanquished people. The Grecian muses were
led captive and in chains to Rome. Once there, they not only burst...
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