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Battle of Tippecanoe, fought on November 7, 1811 near present-day Lafayette, Indiana, involved forces of fewer than 2,000 Native American
warriors and white soldiers, and only about 300 men were killed or wounded on both sides. Given those numbers, it s apparent that the battle was
far from being a Saratoga or a Gettysburg in terms of its scale or significance as an historical turning point, yet it was one of the most important
battles in shaping American history during the early 19th century. The battle also involved an epic confrontation between two important American
figures: William Henry Harrison, who would become the 9th president of the United States by running on his success in the battle, and the Shawnee
war chief Tecumseh, arguably the most famous Native American leader in American history. From the American Revolution up through the Battle
of Tippecanoe, Native Americans in the Old Northwest (today s Midwestern states) had been putting up stout resistance to that region s settlement
by white land speculators and settlers. Things came to a head when Tecumseh and his brother, the Prophet Tenskwatawa, spearheaded a

movement in the region that greatly influenced the area s Native Americans. In 1806, Harrison began to publicly denounce Tenskwatawa to other
tribal leaders, calling him a fraud and charlatan, but the Shawnee Prophet responded by accurately predicting a solar eclipse, which embarrassed
Governor Harrison, and after this event, which...
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