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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. In 1065 a freak snowstorm comes early, blocking the passes through which a group of Flemings, led by the Count of Aucun, has
ridden from the east into a valley in central Scotland. The count intends to offer the return of the clan chief s two sons, captured while fighting, for a
ransom. Since the clan uses barter and has no coinage, a face-saving solution is for the count to accept their clever younger sister, thirteen year old
Ailie, as his bride; but she is also being courted by an Islesman, Kenneth, who is intent on gaining control of the lucrative trade route which passes
through the valley. When he also arrives from the west, flanked by two equally ambitious brothers, and possibly with a small army hidden nearby,
danger threatens them all. Ailie and the other children in the village play a complicated game to protect the Flemings from the Islanders rage until
the snows melt enough to allow them to escape. The period is one of turmoil not only in Scotland but also in England, which will become relevant
the following year in a sequel to this book, 1066 BATTLE S EVE. Both countries are uneasy combinations of smaller kingdoms which have not yet
learned to trust each other entirely. Scotland still remembers the peace which was brought by the great King Macbeth, killed seven years earlier by
the current king, Malcolm. That Macbeth s reign brought prosperity is a sure sign that he had God s blessing. England s dying king, Edward the
Confessor, seems to have promised his throne to two different people, spelling inevitable trouble. And far in the west of Scotland another power,...
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