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GAO has designated Medicare and Medicaid as high-risk programs partly because their size, scope, and complexity make them vulnerable to fraud.
Congress established the HCFAC program and provided funding to HHS and DOJ to help reduce fraud and abuse in Medicare and Medicaid. GAO
was asked to examine how HHS and DOJ are using funds to achieve the goals of the HCFAC program, and to examine performance assessments
and other metrics that HHS and DOJ use to determine the program s effectiveness. This report (1) describes how HHS and DOJ obligated funds for
the HCFAC program, (2) examines how HHS and DOJ assess HCFAC activities and whether key program outputs have changed over time, and (3)
examines what is known about the effectiveness of the HCFAC program in reducing health care fraud and abuse. To describe how HHS and DOJ
obligated funds, GAO obtained financial information from HHS and DOJ for fiscal year 2012. To examine how HHS and DOJ assess HCFAC activities
and whether key outputs have changed over time, GAO reviewed agency reports and documents, and interviewed agency officials. To examine what
is known about the effectiveness of the HCFAC program, GAO conducted a literature review and interviewed experts. In comments on a draft of this
report, HHS noted examples of CMS s efforts to reduce health care fraud, though.
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