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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without
typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 edition. Excerpt: . . . succeeded in ramming, and at the same time firing the enemy with
her turpentine balls. Just then two shells from the Confederate batteries passed through her cotton armor, one of them setting it on fire near the
starboard wheel, while the discharge of her own bow guns produced the same effect forward. The flames spread rapidly, and the dense smoke was
suffocating the men in the engine-room. Seeing that, if he delayed longer in order to ram again, he would probably lose his vessel, Ellet turned her
head down stream and arrived safely abreast the army below. The fire was subdued by cutting her burning bales adrift and throwing them
overboard. In this gallant affair the Queen of the West was struck twelve times by heavy shot, besides undergoing a steady fire from the Confederate
sharpshooters. One of her guns was dismounted, but the other harm was trifling, and none of her company were hurt. The Vicksburg was badly
injured. The ram was at once sent down the river, starting at 1 P. m. of the same day. At Warrenton, just below Vicksburg, she encountered two
batteries, which fired upon without hurting her. The following day, when fifteen miles below the mouth of the Bed Biver, she captured two
Confederate steamers, one of which was loaded down with provisions for the army; and when returning up stream, a third, similarly loaded, was
taken coming out of the Bed Biver. The coal supply running short,...
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